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Sectionl: Overview

Minister’s Message

A key priority of the Government of Canada is
building an economy that will meet the
challenges of the 21st century; an economy that
is knowledge-based, technology-driven, and
globally oriented. In support of this goal,
Statistics Canada and the 14 members of the
Industry Portfolio encourage innovative basic
and advanced research, promote the
commercialization and the adoption of new
technologies and support the diffusion of
transformative ideas throughout our economy.
We also work to forge new and improved
relationships with international partners,
including emerging markets, in science and
specialized technical areas. Essential to this
work is a framework of marketplace regulations
and laws that encourages innovation and stable
growth. Through our efforts, the Industry

The organizational members of the Industry Portfolio are:

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency [2]
Business Development Bank of Canada [1]

Economic Development Agency of Canada for
Quebec Regions [2]

Canadian Space Agency

Canadian Tourism Commission [1]
Competition Tribunal

Copyright Board Canada

Enterprise Cape Breton Corporation [1] [2]
Industry Canada

National Research Council Canada

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada

Standards Council of Canada [1]
Statistics Canada
Western Economic Diversification Canada [2]

Not required to submit a Departmental Performance Report.
Not a Portfolio member for the purposes of the Main
Estimates.

Portfolio is helping to build a world-leading economy driven by talent, ideas and initiative.

The Industry Portfolio is composed of Statistics Canada and 14 other federal departments, agencies, Crown
corporations, and quasi-judicial bodies. These organizations collectively play a key role in advancing
Canada’s industrial and economic development as well as fostering progress in science and technology.
Advancing these priorities improves the overall health of the Canadian economy, provides opportunities for
all Canadians to participate in our economic development and prosperity, and contributes to the quality of

life of all Canadians.

Many Industry Portfolio initiatives build upon our strategic investments in research and development and
help to move publicly-funded scientific and technological advances into the marketplace. Other key
activities and programs encourage business growth and help industrial sectors be more innovative.
Collectively, Industry Portfolio initiatives — and more importantly the results of those initiatives —
stimulate the necessary adaptive and transformative changes demanded by the global economy.

Statistics Canada’s Departmental Performance Report for the period ending March 31, 2005 describes the

achievements and results of the department.

The report demonstrates the contribution of Statistics Canada to better governance by providing key
information essential to evidence-based decision-making. It provides an overview of major developments in
preparation for the May 16, 2006 Censuses of Population and Agriculture, which will offer Canadians an
option to respond using a secure on-line application. Also, statistical findings are reported on a number of

Statistics Canada
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subjects relevant to Canadians: health, education, Aboriginals, Canadian communities, environment,
economy, and crime statistics. The report highlights major findings in these areas and hyperlinks are
provided to the web site for the reader interested in the full publication. Finally, the Report provides
reassurance on the strict measures in place at Statistics Canada to ensure high quality statistical standards
and responsible financial management.

As a member of the Industry Portfolio, Statistics Canada has contributed to the industrial and economic
development of our nation. The work and contributions of the department are part of the overall government
effort to develop and foster opportunities that reflect Canada’s economic and social character. Through
these efforts, we are investing in our people, our enterprises, and our future — the result will be a stronger
and more prosperous economy for all Canadians.

I am pleased to present the Statistics Canada’s Departmental Performance Report for 2004-2005.

David L. Emerson
Minister of Industry
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MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATION STATEMENT

| submit for tabling in Parliament, the 2004-2005 Departmental Performance Report
(DPR) for Statistics Canada.

This document has been prepared based on the reporting principles contained in the
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat’s Guide for the preparation of 2004-2005
Departmental Performance Reports:

It adheres to the specific reporting requirements;

It uses an approved Business Lines structure;

It presents consistent, comprehensive, balanced and accurate information;

It provides a basis of accountability for the results pursued or achieved with the
resources and authorities entrusted to it; and

« |t reports finances based on approved numbers from the Estimates and the
Public Accounts of Canada.

Ivan P. Fellegi

Chief Statistician of Canada
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Summary Information
Statistics Canada (STC)

Reason for existence - Statistics Canada’s mandate is to provide Canadians with objective and non-partisan
statistics and statistical products, services and analyses on Canada’s economy and society which are relevant,
responsive to emerging issues, fulfill legal requirements and are of high quality.

Financial Resources ($ millions)

Planned Spending Total Authorities Actual Spending
434.6 475.2 462.8
Human Resources
Planned Actual Difference
5,188 5,436 248

Summary of Performance in Relationship to Departmental Strategic Outcomes, Priorities and Commitments

of high quality.

Strategic Outcomes

Provide Canadians with objective and non-partisan statistics and statistical products, services and analyses on
Canada’s economy and society which are relevant, responsive to emerging issues, fulfill legal requirements and are

2004-2005 Specific Priorities / Commitments (not in Main Plann_e d Actugl Expected Results and

Estimates) Spending Spending Current Status
2004-2005 2004-2005

2006 Census of Population 43.2 41.4 pp. 14-15

Aboriginal Statistics Program 4.7 4.8 pp. 16-17

Canadian Population Health Statistics Program 17.8 16.2 pp. 17-20

Statistical Gaps |1 195 18.9 gglgf—za 25-26, 21-28,
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Overall Departmental Performance

Mandate, Roles and Responsibilities

Statistics Canada's mandate derives primarily from the Statistics Act. The Act requires the Agency, under
the direction of the Minister of Industry, to collect, compile, analyze and publish statistical information on
the economic, social and general conditions of the country and its citizens. These activities are
fundamentally important to an open, democratic society as it provides objective information to Canadians
and their elected representatives on the evolution of our society and economy. The Agency’s information
resources are also used by businesses, unions and non-profit organizations to make informed decisions.

Statistics Canada’s mandate also provides for the coordination and leadership of the country's statistical
system. This has led Statistics Canada to form many partnerships at the federal, provincial and territorial
levels. These partnerships have benefited Canadians in many ways: improved data quality through more
comparable survey methods; reduced response burden through the use of administrative records and data
sharing; and the exchange of best practices among all participants are just a few examples.

Agency data are used for statutory and regulatory purposes including the distribution of federal funds to
provinces (Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements Act); apportioning federal-provincial tax revenues
(Harmonized Sales Tax); indexing various types of federal payments to beneficiaries and income tax credits
(Income Tax Act); determining areas of eligibility for supplementary benefits (Employment Insurance Act);
determining the distribution of parliamentary seats among provinces and defining federal electoral districts
(Electoral Boundaries Readjustment Act); designating federal bilingual services areas (Official Languages
Act); and measuring the prevalence of sub-populations which are the focus of the federal employment
equity program (Employment Equity Act). A complete list of the federal acts which provide the Agency
with the responsibility for the collection or provision of specific information is presented in Section 1V of
this document.

Organization

The Minister of Industry is the Minister responsible to Parliament for Statistics Canada. The Agency is
headed by the Chief Statistician of Canada who is supported by seven Assistant Chief Statisticians (ACSs):
four are responsible for program areas and three for technical and management operations in support of the
operational programs. Table 1 on the following page will provide an overview of the organization and
resources allocated by business lines.
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Table 1: 2004-2005 Resources Requirements by Organization and Business Line

Minister of Industry
Chief Statistician
ACS ACS
Social, ACS  National ACS ACS ACS
Institu- Business Accounts  Analysis =~ Communi- Informa- ACS
tions and and and and cations ticsand  Manage- Vote

Business Labour  Trade Analytical Develop- and Metho- ment Sub-  netted
Lines Statistics Statistics Studies ment  Operations dology  Services total revenues  Total

in millions of dollars

Economic 132.7! 103.0 32.6 38.9 82.0 66.0 38.5 493.7 117.1 376.6
and Social 82.22 100.5 34.9 26.7 159.5 99.2 25.1 528.2 117.1 411.1
Statistics 65.6° 91.0 34.1 224 140.4 93.2 23.1 469.8 70.0 399.8
Census of 37.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.3 19.0 1.1 70.9 12.9 58.0
Population 39.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.9 23.3 1.6 77.0 12.9 64.1
Statistics 38.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.9 23.2 1.5 76.5 13.6 62.9
Total 170.2 103.0 32.6 38.9 95.3 85.0 39.6 564.6 130.0 434.6
Program 121.5 100.5 34.9 26.7 172.4 122.5 26.7 6052 130.0 475.2

104.4 91.0 34.1 224 153.3 116.4 24.7 546.4 83.6 462.8
Notes:

1. Numbers in normal font denote Main estimate levels in 2004-2005.
2. Numbers in italics denote Total authority in 2004-2005.
3. Numbers in bold denote Actual expenditures/revenues in 2004-2005.

In addition to the functional organizational structure as presented above, Statistics Canada employs a matrix
structure to govern the way it plansits operations, and allocates and manages its resources. For example, for
agiven survey, subject matter (program) areas use the services of centralised expertise in survey
methodology, systems developments, survey collection and processing, etc. This matrix structure has
enabled Statistics Canada to consolidate its infrastructure functions to achieve efficiencies, to increase
flexibility, and to maintain centres of technical expertise. Financial resources are managed both from a
survey area (program) viewpoint aswell asfrom a service area (functional) viewpoint. The Agency also
uses ad hoc project teams to creatively solve technical or program challenges. These project teams are
multi-disciplinary and cut across program and organizational lines.
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Partnerships

Partnerships and cost-sharing arrangements with other departments, other jurisdictions and external
organizations, have been an intrinsic aspect of program delivery since the eighties. These relationships are
essential to the development of effective business plans. Statistics Canada has continued to foster these
arrangements over the reporting period, as they have proven to serve not only the needs of the stakeholders
but also those of the national statistical system and the Canadian research community. The following is a
selection of partnership initiatives.

e The Agency provides provincial and territorial statistical focal points with a wide array of information
products to serve the statistical information needs of their respective administrations.

e In the area of health statistics, Statistics Canada’s priorities are developed in conjunction with the
Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI), Health Canada, the Federal/Provincial/Territorial
Conference of Deputy Ministers of Health Advisory Committee on Governance and Accountability, the
newly created Public Health Agency of Canada, and other related organizations.

e The Canadian Education Statistics Council is a joint management team consisting of members from
Statistics Canada and the Council of Ministers of Education. The council, comprising the Chief
Statistician and provincial/territorial deputy ministers of education, provides advice to the Chief
Statistician on the Agency’s Education Statistics Program.

e The Justice Information Council comprises the Chief Statistician and the federal and provincial deputy
ministers responsible for justice policies and programs. The council provides advice to the Chief
Statistician on the justice statistics program at the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics within STC.

e The interdepartmental Policy Research Data Group establishes STC priorities under the Data Gaps 11
initiative, in response to horizontal information demands in the areas of knowledge-based economy,
economic growth, social cohesion, human development and global challenges and opportunities.

e Secondary Distributors from the private sector are licensed to repackage and resell statistical data. These
firms provide added value to Statistics Canada data to serve the specialized needs of consumers and
business-to-business marketers. In addition, over 100 companies are licensed to redistribute books,
periodicals and CD-ROM products on behalf of Statistics Canada.

e The Data Liberation Initiative (DLI) provides academia with affordable and equitable access to
Statistics Canada data. Through this program, a total of 67 colleges and universities obtain access to
Statistics Canada standard electronic data products for a nominal fee. More information on this
initiative can be obtained at the following address: www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/dli.htm.

e The Research Data Centres (RDC) program is an initiative by Statistics Canada, the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council and university consortia to help strengthen Canada's social research
capacity and to support the policy research community. RDCs provide researchers with access, in a
secure university setting, to microdata from population and household surveys. More information on the
RDCs can be found on STC web site at: www.statcan.ca/english/rdc/index.htm.
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Public Commitments and Values
Commitment to continuous improvement

While an increasing share of the Agency’s information comes from existing administrative data, most is still
collected through businesses and household surveys. In the past year, Statistics Canada has continued to
mine administrative records and to explore other means, such as electronic reporting, in an ongoing effort to
minimize the burden on respondents. Section V- Other Items of Interest provides an overview of initiatives
which were pursued in 2004-2005 to reduce response burden.

Statistics Canada’s values

The Agency recognizes that survey respondents are Statistics Canada’s most valuable asset, since it is their
continued goodwill and cooperation that enables the Agency to turn survey results into reliable information.
We make two fundamental commitments to them: First, to protect the confidentiality of information
provided to us. Second, to find innovative ways to reduce the time spent completing the surveys and try
using the Agency’s existing information to minimize the number of surveys.

Operating Environment and Challenges

About 92% of Statistics Canada’s entire budget is allocated to statistical programs dictated by statutes,
regulatory instruments and contractual obligations. To shape priorities, the Agency seeks guidance from
stakeholders, chief of which is the National Statistics Council. A network of advisory committees in major
statistical areas also helps to ensure that program outputs are relevant. A rigorous planning system is also in
place to balance the many and often conflicting priorities and to monitor the progress of approved
initiatives. The Agency’s planning and performance monitoring system maintains the effectiveness of its
statistical programs by linking strategic and operational plans and program performance to the resource
allocations made and the results to be achieved. Priorities are defined as those programs and technical or
management areas most in need of attention over the planning period.

In 2004-2005, a number of initiatives were considered as priorities in the Agency: the 2006 Censuses of
Population and Agriculture, Statistical Gaps I, the Aboriginal Statistics Program, the Health Statistics
Program, developing a new framework for the Justice Statistics Program, the Information System for
Science and Technology Project, Economic Outcomes of Immigrants and the Labour Force Survey
Redesign. Amongst these initiatives, the Census Test which was conducted in May 2004, in preparation for
the 2006 censuses, was a main challenge for the Agency.

A number of significant changes are planned for the upcoming censuses, including the mailing out of
questionnaires to some 70% of households, offering an on-line reporting option, and the automated
integration and processing of the mail, telephone and Internet questionnaire returns. The Census Test
allowed the Agency to test its new geography and address register systems, many elements of the
informatics infrastructure, and several changes in the Census questionnaires. The test was conducted
successfully and the evaluation has demonstrated that the new process is essentially sound and functional,
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and that the return rates by Internet are encouraging. In this report, section 11, Analysis of Performance by
Strategic Outcome, provides a description of results obtained on Agency priorities and other important
initiatives. The information will be presented using the Agency’s Quality Assurance Framework and
Strategic Outcome as presented in the 2004-2005 Report on Plans and Priorities.

To provide relief from the tight financial situation experienced in many of its areas, the Agency launched
the Strategic Streamlining Initiative (SSI) in 2003-2004. Through this initiative, work flows and operations
in different parts of the organization were reviewed and enhanced to gain efficiencies without affecting data
quality. The initiative was pursued in 2004-2005. The SSI also became an opportunity for the Agency to
better position itself to respond to new information needs associated with government initiatives. Such
developments include:

¢ the simplification of the Annual Survey of Manufactures questionnaires to be compatible with
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles;

the reduction of the regional office infrastructure;

an enhanced portfolio management of large enterprise respondents;

measures undertaken to facilitate electronic data reporting;

a greater use of administrative tax data.

Statistics Canada Page -11-






Section Il: Analysis of Performance by Strategic Outcome

Statistics Canada’s fundamental purpose is the production of relevant and reliable statistical information.
Confidence in the quality of that information is essential. If the information becomes suspect, the credibility
of the Agency is called into question and its reputation as an independent, objective source of trustworthy
information is undermined. Managing the quality of statistical information therefore plays a central role
within the overall management of the Agency.

The Agency defines the quality of statistical information in terms of its “fitness for use”. To measure
information quality, the Agency uses the six dimensions of its Quality Assurance Framework
(www.statcan.ca/bsolc/english/bsolc?catno=12-586-X&CHROPG=1) as defined below.

Performance Definition Ref.
Criteria Page
The degree to which statistical information meets the needs of clients.
Information must shed light on the issues of most importance to those who
Relevance of use it. The information produced is needed to support policy formulation 14-36
Information and decision-making or to meet emerging issues. Changes are also made to
statistical programs, based on external advice, to produce more relevant
information for the users.
The degree to which that statistical information correctly describes the
phenomena it was designed to measure. It is usually characterized in terms of
Accuracy of statistical estimate errors and is traditionally decomposed into bias
Information (systematic error) and variance (random error) components. It may also be 37-42
described in terms of the major sources of error that potentially cause
inaccuracy: incomplete survey coverage, sampling error, non response (as
indicated by response rates), and statistical revision patterns.
The delay between the end of the reference period to which the information
pertains and the date on which the information becomes available.
Timeliness of Adherence to pre-announced release dates for regular series is the Agency’s 43-44
Information main performance measure of timeliness of information. These dates are
clearly advertised for the coming year in Statistics Canada’s website at
www.statcan.ca.
The ease with which statistical information can be obtained. This includes
Accessibility of the ease as well as the suitability of the form or medium in accessing the 45-47
Information information. Access through the Media and Access through the Internet are
the two main performance indicators under this criterion.
Depends on the availability of the supplementary information and metadata
Interpretability of | necessary to interpret and utilize statistical information appropriately. This
Information information normally covers the underlying concepts, variables and 48
classification used, the methodology of data collection and processing, and
indications of the accuracy of the statistical information.
The degree to which statistical information can be successfully brought
Coherence of together with other statistical information within a broad analytic framework
Information and over time. The use of standard concepts, classifications and target 49-50
populations promotes coherence, as does the use of common methodology
across surveys.
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Relevance of Statistical Information

In the 2004-2005 Report on Plans and Priorities (RPP), a number of statistical programs indicated their
planned activities to provide statistical information to support informed policy formulation and decision
making (section 4.1 of the RPP) as well as to meet emerging issues and new challenges. In addition, a
number of them have introduced changes to their statistical program as a result of direct client feedback and
external advice.

This section provides a description of initiatives completed in 2004-2005 with regard to the relevance of
statistical information. Survey findings have been summarized and for the reader interested in more detailed
findings, a hyperlink to the Agency’s website has been provided. The information covers nine major topics:
the Census of Population, the Census of Agriculture, Aboriginal Statistics, Health Statistics, Environment
Statistics, Education Statistics, Canadian Communities, Crime and Violence Statistics, and finally Canadian
Economy and the Labour Market.

It is important to note that the relevance section of this report highlights major achievements by the Agency
with funding in excess of its main estimates program. The Agency also publishes, as part of its main
estimates program, statistical information for 29 major economic indicators (ex. Labour Force Survey,
Consumer Price Index, Gross Domestic Product). This key economic information is most relevant to
Canadians as it is used to develop monetary and economic policies for Canada. A list of the 29 economic
indicators is available at the following address: www.statcan.ca/english/Release/2005.htm - ind.

CENSUS OF POPULATION

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information to support informed policy formulation and decision making

e Results from the 2001 Census of Population

Throughout 2004-2005, detailed Census data on the demographic, social and economic conditions of the
population were made available as part of the conclusion of the 2001 Census dissemination cycle. Important
standard, reference and specialty Internet products were released free of charge from Statistics Canada's
website via the 2001 Census of Canada module. They include:

e over 70 additional topic-based tabulations for various topics and detailed levels of geography;

e over 12 additional technical reports and user guides for various topics;

e the Aboriginal Population Profile database;

e additional health information data for Health Regions in the 2001 Community Profiles and
Aboriginal Population Profiles Internet sub-modules;

e a mapping functionality for the 2001 Federal Electoral District Profile (2003 Representation
Order);

e 2001 Census Public Use Microdata File for use by individual researchers.
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In addition, as part of the ongoing effort to provide more historical Census data to users, four profiles tilted
#1996 Census Electronic Area Profiles” were produced, released and made available free of charge from the
Statistics Canada's website via the 2001 Census of Canada module. The module can be accessed at
www.statcan.ca/english/census01/home/index.cfm.

e 2006 Census of Population

Canada will conduct its 20th Census of Population since confederation, on May 16, 2006. A number of
important changes are under way for this Census. For example, for the first time, Canadians will be able to
complete their questionnaires via a secure and efficient on-line application. Questionnaires will be mailed
out to approximately 70% of the country and follow-up for missing information will be conducted centrally.
Local enumerators will no longer review completed questionnaires and manual keying will be replaced by
state of the art Intelligent Character Recognition technology. Canadians, therefore will have a range of
response methods and better privacy protection. The timeliness of Census results will also be improved. The
2004 Census test provided a validation check for the new methodology and technology with a sample of
300,000 households. The response rate for this voluntary Census test was 65% comparable to previous
tests, with a 10% response on line, without any public communications. The test demonstrated the viability
of all major processes and systems, and identified the need for a few improvements that will be
implemented for the 2006 Census, that will collect information from some 13.5 million dwellings.

Six federal departments (Human Resources and Skills Development, Social Development Canada, Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada, Canadian Heritage, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, and
Citizenship and Immigration Canada) contributed a total of $52.3 million to fund a comprehensive Census
that will provide essential information on several socioeconomic characteristics of Canadians. Statistics
Canada will also reallocate an additional $6 million to the Census.

Additional information on the 2006 Census can be obtained at the following address:
www.statcan.ca/english/census06/index.cfm.

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information to support informed policy formulation and decision making

e 2001 Census of Agriculture

The release of the publication Canadian Agriculture at a Glance in June 2004 wrapped up the product line
from the 2001 Census. “Glance” extends the reach of Census data to all Canadians through analytical
articles that are particularly attractive to teachers because of the complementary on-line Teacher’s Kit
(www.statcan.ca/english/kits/agric04/lesson.htm). Each lesson is accompanied by an electronic version of
the actual article in the book, complete with photographs, graphs and tables. To keep interest high, the
lessons were released in five stages beginning in June 2004 and ending in March 2005. The approach was a
great success, with hits on the kit spiking after each release and exceeding hits on other products in the
Census of Agriculture's electronic product line. All products are available on line on the 2001 Census of
Agriculture module at the following address: www.statcan.ca/english/agcensus2001/index.htm
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e 2006 Census of Agriculture

The changes implemented for the 2006 Census of Population have also been implemented for the May 16,
2006 Census of Agriculture. Indeed, respondents will mail their completed questionnaires to a central high-
security processing centre, which eliminates the need for local enumerators and addresses long-standing
concern about the protection of personal privacy especially in rural areas. Respondents will also have the
possibility to respond to the questionnaire electronically. Once the content of the 2006 Census of
Agriculture questionnaire was approved by Cabinet in April 2005, it was posted on the Statistics Canada
web site (wwwe.statcan.ca/english/agcensus2001/index.htm). A year earlier, the May 2004 Census test had
provided the quantitative and qualitative measurements necessary to hone and refine the proposed content of
the questionnaire as well as the collection and processing systems for the 2006 Census. The Internet version
of the questionnaire, which will be available to all Canadian farm operators for the first time in 2006, was a
successful part of the 2004 Census test. Development of processing systems continued throughout 2004-
2005. The final year before the Census, the communications program gained momentum, building public
awareness through third-party support, public contact and media exposure. The Census Communications
program has traditionally supported the Census of Population and Census of Agriculture jointly; however,
the 2006 Census marks a break in tradition as the Census of Agriculture assumes responsibility for targeting
some aspects of communications in the run-up to Census Day while continuing to share the benefits of cost-
effective activities such as the planned paid advertising.

ABORIGINAL STATISTICS

e Aboriginal Data Initiative

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information required to meet emerging issues and new challenges.

Statistics Canada completed in March 2005, a two-year study on the possible establishment of an on-going
Aboriginal statistics program. The study examined various components (i.e. surveys on and off reserves,
First Nations public sector statistics, Aboriginal populations’ projections and estimates, statistical capacity
building) and tested key operational and subject matter related aspects of such a program. A report will be
available in the fall of 2005, leading to the formulation of options for the implementation and funding of an
ongoing Aboriginal statistics program. The program could yield key information needed for reporting on
results and progress and would allow Statistics Canada to be in a position to respond to the data needs that
will emerge from the discussions under way between the Government of Canada and Aboriginal groups.
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e Aboriginal Peoples Survey — Children who live in non-reserve areas

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information to support informed policy formulation and decision making

The 2001 Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) was developed in partnership with several national Aboriginal
organizations, as well as representatives from federal, provincial and territorial departments. In July 2004,
using the results of the APS, Statistics Canada published a report on the health, education and language of
Meétis, Inuit and North American Indian children who live in non-reserve areas. Selected highlights of the
report are as follows.

e There is a small difference in the self-rated health of Aboriginal children living in non-reserve
areas and all Canadian children. For the Aboriginal population living in non-reserve areas,
parents of 83% of children aged five and under ranked the health of their children as either very
good or excellent, compared with 90% for all Canadian children.

e Aboriginal children living in non-reserve areas are very active in extra-curricular activities. For
example, 71% of children participate in sports at least once a week, 34% spend time with Elders
at least once a week, 31 % participate in art and music and 30% in clubs or youth, drum and
dance groups at least once a week, and 21% help out without pay in the community or school at
least once a week.

e There is a correlation between frequent participation in extra-curricular activities and
performance in school. Aboriginal children living in non-reserve areas who frequently
participate in these extra-curricular activities are more likely to do very well in school, as
reported by their parents based on their knowledge of children’s school work, including report
cards.

The complete study report is available at the following address: www.statcan.ca/cgi-
bin/downpub/listpub.cgi?catno=89-597-X1E2001001.

HEALTH STATISTICS

e Health Accord Indicators

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information required to meet emerging issues and new challenges.

Canada’s First Ministers entered into a second Health Accord in February 2003. A key component of the
Accord is a commitment by all federal, provincial and territorial jurisdictions to publish a series of
indicators for their respective publics. There have been a number of additions to the range of indicators
identified in the first Accord (these were published in September 2002). The new indicators include areas
that were the focus of the second Accord: access and quality of primary health care and catastrophic drug
coverage.

Statistics Canada has contributed to the development and creation of these indicators as well as supplying
the data for more than 70% of the indicators. Comparable Health Indicators were published on the Statistics
Canada’s web site in December 2004 for public consultation at the following address:
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(www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-401-X1E/2002000/index.htm). It has been both a challenge and great
opportunity to widen the range of health data to fashion statistical indicators that are likely to play an
important role in the ongoing monitoring, and to provide Canadians the means to judge the performance of
the existing health system.

e Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS)- Mental Health and Well Being

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information required to meet emerging issues and new challenges.

The Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS) is conducted annually in partnership with Health Canada
and the Canadian Institute of Health Information (CIHI). The central objective of the survey is to gather
health-related data at the sub-provincial levels of geography (health region or combined health regions) in
odd numbered years. These survey cycles asks Canadians about their health and well-being, the factors that
affect their health and their use of health care services. In even numbered years, the CCHS has a smaller
sample size, while probing specific topics in greater detail. The 2002 CCHS focused on mental health and
well being, which then formed the core of a series of articles and a third annual report on the health of
Canadians.

The first article in this report, Social anxiety disorder—Beyond shyness (www.statcan.ca/english/freepub-
/82-003-SIE/2004000/anxiety.htm) revealed that in 2002, 750,000 Canadians aged 15 or older (3%) had
social anxiety disorders. These people also had a far higher risk of having major depressive disorder, panic
disorder and substance dependency compared to the general population. Social anxiety disorder was
associated with higher rates of disability, negative perceptions of physical and mental health, and
dissatisfaction with life.

The second article, Bipolar I disorder, social support and work (www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-003-
SIE/2004000/bipolar.htm indicated that an estimated 450,000 (2.6%) people aged 25 to 64 had chronic
bipolar I disorder. Alcohol dependence, asthma, migraine, obesity and panic disorder were far more
prevalent among these people, compared with the general population. People with bipolar | disorder who
reported readily accessible tangible support (e.g. someone who could help with chores) had higher odds of
being employed, compared to those with less available tangible support.

The third article, Panic disorder and coping (www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-003-
SIE/2004000/panic.htm) reported that an estimated 1.5% of the population had panic disorders manifesting
in the past year. Average age of onset was 25. People with panic disorder were less likely to work and
more likely to be permanently unable to work compared with those who had never had the condition.
Negative coping behaviours, including alcohol or drug use and smoking, were more common among those
with panic disorder.

Finally, the fourth article, Alcohol and illicit drug dependence www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-003-
SIE/2004000/dependence.htm) indicated that an estimated 640,000 people (2.6% of the household
population aged 15 or older) were dependent on alcohol, and 195,000 (0.8%), on illicit drugs. These people
had elevated levels of depression compared with the general population. Heavy drinking more than once a
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week was a risk factor for a new episode of depression, and depression was a risk factor for new cases of
frequent heavy drinking.

e Canadian Health Measures Survey

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information required to meet emerging issues and new challenges.

Statistics Canada, in partnership with Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada, is planning
to begin the Canadian Health Measures Survey (CHMS) in the fall of 2006. The CHMS aims to overcome
the limitations of existing health-monitoring information by directly measuring indicators of chronic
disease, infectious disease, environmental toxin exposure and physical activity and fitness levels from a
nationally representative sample of 5,000 Canadians aged 6 to 79. In preparation for the launching of the
CHMS a pre-test was planned and conducted in 2004-2005. Its main objectives were to determine the
willingness of Canadians to participate in such a survey; to evaluate response rates to the survey and to all
direct health measures; to evaluate the survey’s planning assumptions regarding logistics and costs; and to
evaluate survey processes and materials. The pre-test was conducted in the Calgary Health Region from
October to December 2004.

The CHMS pre-test was well received by the Calgary population. The response rate to the pre-test, while
not meeting Statistics Canada’s usual high quality levels, was deemed to be acceptable for this type of
statistical activity. The pre-test found that the time and resources required to establish the CHMS clinic and
the required infrastructure exceeded what had been estimated. Many important lessons were learned
regarding the logistics of setting up and running the clinic. Specifically, information was obtained on
staffing levels, timing and scheduling of clinic visits, communications and data capture systems,
appropriateness of some measures and the screening of questionnaires. The overall lessons learned were that
Canadians seem interested in, and supportive of, a survey of this nature, and that the CHMS will be able to
yield quality data on the health status of the Canadian population. However, alternate data collection
methods will need to be investigated to evaluate whether the model used in the pre-test will yield the best
results within the survey’s existing timeframe and available budget.

More information on the CHMS can be found at this address:

www.statcan.ca/english/survey/household/measures/measures.htm

e The 2002 Youth Smoking Survey

Performance Criteria: Relevance
Produce information to support informed policy formulation and decision making

The main objective of the 2002 Youth Smoking Survey was to provide current information about the
smoking behaviour of students in grades 5 to 9, and to measure changes that occurred since the previous
survey carried out by Statistics Canada in 1994. The survey, funded by Health Canada, was intended to
assist with the evaluation and development of anti-smoking policies and programs. In addition, the 2002
survey collected basic data on alcohol and drug use by students in grades 7 to 9 which contributed to
Canada’s Drug Strategy.
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About 19,000 children in 955 classes randomly selected from schools across the 10 provinces participated in
the survey. They represent over 2 million students in Grades 5 to 9 most of whom are 10 to 14 years old.

The survey results indicated that, between 1994 and 2002, the rate of smoking among Canadian youths in
Grades 5 to 9 declined by more than half. Just fewer than 3% of youths in Grades 5to 9, or an

estimated 54,000 youths, reported that they were current smokers. That is, they smoked cigarettes in the

past 30 days and have smoked more than 100 cigarettes in their lifetime. This compares with 7% in the same
grade levels eight years earlier.

Over two-thirds of current smokers reported that either their father or mother smoked. In contrast, only
about one-third of children who had never tried smoking reported that either parent smoked. In addition,
parents were the usual source of cigarettes for 18% of current smokers.

The survey found an apparent relationship between school performance and smoking behaviour. Only 12%
of current smokers rated themselves as doing better than average in school compared with their classmates,
in contrast to 