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8.1 OBJECTIVE OF ACTIVITY

To ensure that eggs imported into Canada meet Canadian regulatory requirements and standards 
for safety, labelling, packaging, and grade.

8.2 REFERENCES

Egg Regulations (Part V, Sections 31 & 32)  
List of Plants Approved to Export Table Eggs to Canada

8.3 REQUIRED EQUIPMENT

Air cell gauge
Calculator
Candling lamp
CFIA inspection stamp and ink pad
Egg scale and check weights
Marker for sample cups
Plastic sample cups
Random sampling numbers table

8.4  REQUIRED FORMS 

Application for Inspection (Egg or Processed Egg) (CFIA/ACIA 5435)
Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) - Appendix I
CFIA Invoice (CFIA/ACIA 0527)
Shell Egg Destination Report (CFIA/ACIA 1017)
Notice of Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3256)
Notice of Release from Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3257)

8.5 BACKGROUND

Shell Eggs that are permitted for import into Canada include table eggs and eggs for breaking 
stock.  
The  Egg Regulations   [subsection 31.(1) ] state that eggs imported into Canada must have come 
from a country that has grade requirements and an inspection system that are substantially 
equivalent to those in Canada. The containers of eggs must meet our requirements for labelling, 
packaging and grade.

The following exemptions apply to the requirements for importation of eggs into Canada:

￢ Shipments of eggs that are of one case (30 dozen) or less that are not intended for sale in
Canada do not require inspection, however Canadian animal health requirements must still be 
met.  Information on animal health requirements for imports can be found at the following 
website:  Information on animal health requirements for imports.

￢ Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada (DFAIT) allows a person to bring up to 2 dozen 
eggs into Canada for personal consumption, without an import permit.

￢ Eggs intended for use in analysis, evaluation, testing or research or a food exhibition can be 
imported up to a maximum of 5 cases (150 dozen).

8.6 ELIGIBILITY

Currently only the USA is eligible to ship shell eggs to Canada.  Should a company wish to import 
shell eggs from another country, they must contact the Chief of Egg Programs in Ottawa.  

In order to import eggs into Canada, a company will need an import permit issued by Foreign Affairs 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/policy/ie-2001-5e.shtml
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-0.4/C.R.C.-c.284/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateR&navID=GradingCertificationandVerfication&leftNav=GradingCertificationandVerfication&page=PYTableEggExport1&acct=pintlprg
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showdoc/cr/C.R.C.-c.284/bo-ga:l_V-gb:s_31//en#anchorbo-ga:l_V-gb:s_31
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and International Trade Canada (DFAIT) or import eggs without a permit and pay the applicable 
tariff. Further information can be accessed at the following website http://www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/trade/eicb/notices/ser709-en.asp
Table eggs - Table egg imports from the USA are only permitted from egg stations that have

followed a program for environmental sampling for the detection of Salmonella
enteritidis.  These stations have been placed on a List of Plants Approved to
Export Table Eggs to Canada.  This list is available at the following web site: 
List of Plants Approved to Export Table Eggs to Canada. 

Breaking stock - Ungraded eggs may be imported into Canada for breaking only, and must be
delivered directly to a registered processed egg station for processing. 
Ungraded eggs may originate from registered or unregistered facilities in the
exporting country.  There is no list of facilities eligible to ship ungraded eggs to
Canada.  Grade US Nest Run, Grade C, and dyed eggs may be imported as
breaking stock only and must originate from a federally registered USDA egg
station.

8.7 NOTIFICATION

The importer of the shell eggs must fax an Application for Inspection (Egg or Processed Egg) 
(CFIA/ACIA 5435) to the local CFIA office at least 48 hours in advance of a shipment, to request an 
inspection. The following information must be included:

￢ name and plant number of shipper or seller,
￢ name of receiver or buyer in Canada
￢ estimated time and date of arrival
￢ requested date of inspection,
￢ inspection location,
￢ volume, grade and size designation.

8.8 TABLE EGGS

Table eggs are Grade A eggs intended for sale directly to consumers. 

8.8.1 IMPORT INSPECTION

Exporters shipping eggs to Canada must submit import documentation for the load to the 
CFIA Import Service Center in advance of the load arriving. CFIA personnel at the Import 
Service Center enter this information into the Import Control and Tracking System (ICTS). 
The ICTS tracks the number of shell egg loads entering Canada from each exporting 
station.  The ICTS will also generate an MCAP Import Inspection Report for each import 
which will indicate whether the inspection required is a visual or full inspection. (After 
performing 10 acceptable full inspections from one exporting station, the full inspection 
frequency drops to 1 in 10 loads.  If a lot fails, 10 consecutive lots must undergo full 
inspection and attain satisfactory results before dropping back to the frequency of 1 in 10 
loads.)

Visual Inspection : 

1) At the inspection location, the inspector obtains the required import documents
including:

￢ MCAP Import Inspection Report (Appendix II)

￢ an original certificate, signed by the responsible government official in the exporting
country, stating that the eggs were graded, packaged and marked in a manner 
substantially equivalent to the Canadian Egg Regulations. (Appendix III USDA 
example)

2) The inspector reviews the paper work to ensure that:

￢
 
the export certificate number matches the number on the MCAP Import Inspection Report

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateR&navID=GradingCertificationandVerfication&leftNav=GradingCertificationandVerfication&page=PYTableEggExport1&acct=pintlprg
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￢ the import permit number is accurately recorded on the MCAP Import Inspection 
Report

3) In cases where the shipment of eggs is sealed, the inspector checks that the seal
numbers on the load of eggs match those listed on the foreign government’s certificate.  If 
the seal numbers match, the seals can be broken.  Seals on loads must be broken by a 
CFIA inspector.  Under special authorization and procedure provided by the CFIA, the egg 
station may be authorized to break the seal if the inspector is not available.  If there is a 
violation of a mandatory sealing request, refer to Chapter 11 - Shell Egg -Enforcement and 
Compliance for further action.

4) The inspector checks if the condition of the vehicle used to transport the eggs is
acceptable.  Transport vehicles must be refrigerated and reasonably clean.  If the condition 
of the vehicle  is found to be unsanitary or otherwise unacceptable for transport, the 
shipment of eggs may be refused.

5) The inspector visually checks that:

￢ the containers are new, in good condition and stamped with the USDA Graded for
Export Stamp and certificate number, and

￢ the markings on the outer container and cartons meet Canadian requirements, and

￢ the number of boxes received matches the number stated on the export certificate. 
If there is an error on the export certificate, the inspector is to contact the Area Egg 
Specialist.  The Area Egg Specialist will contact the government official in the 
exporting country.

6) Every shipment of table eggs should be sampled for Salmonella enteritidis analysis.
Samples may need to be taken for other analyses, depending on the current sampling plan. 
If the load contains eggs from more than egg station, samples should be taken from each 
station on the load.  See Chapter 6 - Shell Egg - Sampling for further instructions.

7) The inspector or designate enters the inspection results into ICTS as soon as possible
to allow the system to update itself.

Full Inspection : 

1) At the inspection location, the inspector obtains the required import documents
including:

￢ MCAP Import Inspection Report (Appendix II)

￢ an original certificate, signed by the responsible government official in the exporting
country, stating that the eggs were graded, packaged and marked in a manner 
substantially equivalent to the Canadian Egg Regulations. (Appendix III USDA 
example)

2) The inspector reviews the paper work to ensure that:

￢ the export certificate number matches the number on the MCAP Import Inspection
Report. 

￢ the import permit number is accurately recorded on the MCAP Import Inspection 
Report.

3) In cases where the shipment of eggs is sealed, the inspector checks that the seal
 numbers on the load of eggs match those listed on the foreign government’s certificate.  If 

the seal numbers match, the seals can be broken.  Seals on loads must be broken by a 
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CFIA inspector.  Under special authorization and procedure provided by the CFIA, the egg 
station may be authorized to break the seal if the inspector is not available.  If there is a 
violation of a mandatory sealing request, refer to Chapter 11 - Shell Egg -Enforcement and 
Compliance for further action.

4) The inspector checks if the condition of the vehicle used to transport the eggs is
acceptable.  Transport vehicles must be refrigerated and reasonably clean.  If the condition 
of the vehicle is found to be unsanitary or otherwise unacceptable for transport, the 
shipment of eggs may be refused.

5) The inspector visually checks that:

￢ the containers are new, in good condition and stamped with the USDA Graded for
Export Stamp and certificate number,

￢ the markings on the outer container and cartons meet Canadian requirements, 

￢ the number of boxes received matches the number stated on the export certificate. If 
there is an error on the export certificate, the inspector is to contact the Area Egg 
Specialist.  The Area Egg Specialist will contact the government official in the 
exporting country .

6) The inspector identifies the eggs to be inspected and counts the number of containers
in the load.  Loads with more than one size designation of eggs are divided into separate 
lots based on size designation. 

7) The inspector draws the random samples for each lot (the MCAP Import Inspection
Report will contain random sample numbers for the inspection) and inspects using the 
destination inspection tolerance (see Chapter 4 - Shell Egg - Product Inspection). 
Inspection results are recorded on the Shell Egg Destination Report (CFIA/ACIA 1017). 

8) Every shipment of table eggs should be sampled for Salmonella enteritidis analysis.
Samples may need to be taken for other analysis, depending on the current sampling plan. 
If the load contains eggs from more than egg station, samples should be taken from each 
station on the load.   See the Sampling section of this manual for further instructions.

9) The inspector or designate enters the inspection results into ICTS as soon as possible
to allow the system to update itself.

8.8.1.1 Satisfactory Inspection

When the inspection is satisfactory, a Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs 
and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) (Appendix I) is completed indicating the number 
of containers for each size that have met the requirements.  If the inspection 
was visual, the following statement must appear on the certificate:  “no samples 
were taken”. All import certificates are to be stamped with the CFIA inspection 
stamp using red ink.  Each copy is to be stamped beside the inspectors name.

Four copies of the Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) 
(CFIA/ACIA 1022) are produced and distributed as follows:

￢ 1 original to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at the following address:
Animal Industry Division
Poultry Section
1341 Baseline Road
Tower 5, 2nd Floor
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C5

￢
 
1 copy to the applicant
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￢ 1 copy along, with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and original 
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting 
country attached, to the Markets Information clerk at the CFIA office

￢ 1 copy, with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and a copy of the 
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting 
country, for the inspector’s file.

8.8.1.2 Non-Satisfactory Inspection

When a lot of eggs fails, the eggs are detained and a Notice of Detention 
(CFIA/ACIA 3256) is issued. See Chapter 11 - Shell Egg -Enforcement and 
Compliance, for information on issuing a detention. The importer is informed by 
the CFIA inspector that the eggs have failed to meet the grade claimed. The 
importer has the following three options:
1) Request authorization from a CFIA inspector to return the product to

the country of origin.  In this case, the Authority to Move section of the Notice 
of Detention Form is filled out, and the appropriate authority in the exporting 
country is notified by the Area Egg Specialist that the eggs are being returned.

2) Request authorization from a CFIA inspector to re-grade the lot of eggs
to equivalent Canadian grades. The eggs are marked with the applicable 
Canada grade mark and “Product of (Country of origin.)”  Eggs may not be 
graded in Canada into cartons displaying the USDA shield, nor into cartons 
labelled “Product of Canada”.

3) Request authorization from a CFIA inspector to move the eggs to a
registered processed egg station for breaking, after being re-marked to the 
applicable Canadian Grade.

For Options 2) and 3), a Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) 
(CFIA/ACIA 1022) (Appendix I) is completed, indicating the number of 
containers for the new grade, and a note indicating that the eggs were re-
graded and sent for breaking (if applicable). All import certificates are to be 
stamped with the CFIA inspection stamp using red ink.  Each copy is to be 
stamped beside the inspector’s name.

Four copies of the Certificates are produced and distributed as follows:

￢ 1 original to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at the following address:
Animal Industry Division
Poultry Section
1341 Baseline Road
Tower 5, 2nd Floor
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C5

￢ 1 copy to the applicant

￢ 1 copy along, with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and original 
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting 
country attached, to the Markets Information clerk at the CFIA office

￢ 1 copy, with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and a copy of the 
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting 
country, for the inspector’s file.

Options 2) and 3) above will result in a volume of packaging materials that must 
be destroyed or returned to the country of origin.
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Once the lot of eggs have been returned, re-graded, or broken, a Notice of 
Release From Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3257) should be issued.  The release for 
these eggs is cost recoverable.

8.9 BREAKING STOCK

Breaking stock consists of eggs that are to be sent to a registered processed egg station for further 
processing.  Grade C, Grade Nest Run, ungraded eggs and dyed eggs are all considered to be 
breaking stock.  

8.9.1 IMPORT INSPECTION

Exporters shipping eggs to Canada must submit import documentation for the load to the 
CFIA Import Service Center in advance.  CFIA personnel at the Import Service Centers 
enter this information into the Import Control Tracking System (ICTS).  The ICTS tracks the 
number of shell egg loads entering Canada from each US station.  The ICTS will also 
generate an MCAP Import Inspection Report for each load of breaking stock and will assign 
a visual inspection.

Visual Inspection :

1) At the inspection location (registered processed egg station), the inspector obtains the
required import documents including:

￢ MCAP Import Inspection Report (Appendix II)

￢ an original certificate signed by the responsible government official in the 
exporting country stating that the eggs were graded, packaged and marked in a 
manner substantially equivalent to the Canadian Egg Regulations. (Appendix III 
USDA example)

￢ For ungraded eggs, the certificate must indicate that the eggs are “ungraded”. 

￢ For Grade Nest Run eggs, the certificate must state that the eggs meet the 
requirements of the Nest Run standards which are substantially equivalent to 
Canadian standards.  

￢ For Grade C eggs from the United States, the following statement should appear on
the certificate:  “Product equivalent to Canada C”

2) The inspector reviews the paper work to ensure that:

￢ the export certificate number matches the number on the MCAP Import Inspection Report

￢ the import permit number is accurately recorded on the MCAP Import Inspection Report 
3) The inspector checks to ensure that the seal numbers on the load of eggs match those

listed on the exporter’s certificate. If the numbers match, the seals on the load of eggs may
be broken. Seals on loads of ungraded eggs must be broken by a CFIA inspector.  Under
special authorization and procedure provided by the CFIA, the registered processed egg
station may be authorized to break the seal if the inspector is not available.

4) The inspector checks if the condition of the vehicle used to transport the eggs is
acceptable.  Transport vehicles must be refrigerated and reasonably clean.  If the 
condition of the vehicle is found to be improper or unsanitary for transport, the shipment 
of eggs may be refused.

5) The inspector visually checks that:
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￢ the number of boxes received matches the number stated on the export certificate. If
there is an error on the export certificate, the inspector is to contact the Area Egg 
Specialist.  The Area Egg Specialist will contact the government official in the 
exporting country.

￢ the fibre trays were new and plastic trays are reasonably clean.  Pallets and divider 
boards must be clean.

￢ the tags on the pallets meet Canadian requirements.  Pallets of ungraded eggs must 
have at least one pallet tag which states “Ungraded Eggs” and the name and 
address of the originating station or barn in the exporting country.  

￢ the pallets of Grade Nest Run and Grade C eggs must have at least one grade 
tag per pallet which states the grade and the name and address of the 
originating egg station in the exporting country, and be stamped with the USDA 
Graded for Export Stamp and certificate number.

￢ the pallets of eggs are not contaminated. (e.g. rodents, maggots, excessively dirty or 
moldy eggs).  If contamination is present, the entire load may be returned to the 
country of origin.  If a problem is suspected, the load should be sampled and 
inspected.  For ungraded eggs the following criteria should be used for an 
assessment:

a) not more than 8% of eggs with dirt on the shells where the dirt is more than 1/3
of the surface and/or;

b) 3% of eggs that are leakers or rejects.

6) The inspector ensures that all packaging materials are destroyed or returned to the
country of origin.

7) The inspector or designate enters the inspection results into ICTS as soon as possible
to allow the system to update itself.

8.9.1.1 Satisfactory Inspection
When the inspection is satisfactory, a Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs 
and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) (Appendix I) is completed, indicating the 
number of containers of eggs that have arrived at the plant and are acceptable 
as breaking stock.  All import certificates are to be stamped with the CFIA 
inspection stamp using red ink.  Each copy is to be stamped beside the 
inspectors name.
Four copies of the Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) 
(CFIA/ACIA 1022) are produced and distributed as follows:

￢ 1 original to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at the following address:

Animal Industry Division
Poultry Section
1341 Baseline Road
Tower 5, 2nd Floor
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C5

￢ 1 copy to the applicant

￢ 1 copy, along with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and original
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting country, 
to the Markets Information clerk at the CFIA office
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￢ 1 copy, along with the MCAP Import Inspection Report and a copy of the 
certificate from the responsible government official in the exporting country, for the 
inspector’s file.

8.9.1.2 Non-Satisfactory Inspection

1) If the breaking stock does not conform to labelling requirements, the
inspector should notify the Area Egg Specialist about the problem who will contact the
foreign government official to ensure the labels are corrected for future shipments.

2) Eggs with mold on them cannot be processed into food for human
consumption. Upon request, the CFIA inspector may give a processed egg station the option to
sort out the mouldy eggs from the breaking stock on the condition that the level of visible mould
is minor. The inspector should notify the Area Egg Specialist of the mold problem who will
contact the responsible foreign government official to advise them of the problem.

3) If a lot of ungraded eggs is found to exceed the level of up to 8% dirts
and/or 3% leakers, and the breaking plant decides to keep the load, the CFIA will monitor the
washing and scanning of these eggs, to ensure the dirts and leakers are removed. The Area
Egg Specialist must be notified, and the inspector or Area Egg Specialist will discuss the
situation with the breaking plant management and ask that they contact their US supplier to
request an improvement in quality of ungraded product. The CFIA will visually inspect the next
five loads to determine if the quality of product has improved and is now acceptable. If poor
quality product continues to arrive from this supplier, the breaking plant may be requested to
only import certified US Nest Run product, or product may be refused entry.

8.10 IMPORTING ORGANIC EGGS

The importation of organic shell eggs as table eggs or breaking stock from the USA is permitted. 

Table Eggs :  All carton and box markings for the organic eggs must be approved by the USDA 
prior to exporting to Canada.   The name of the Organic certifying body must appear on the 
principle display panel of the egg carton or box.  Inspectors are to check the CFIA web site to verify 
that the Organic certifying body is on the recognized list.

Breaking Stock : The exporting egg station must supply a copy of the Organic accreditation 
certificate from the producers of the eggs being shipped.

With the exception of the above stated requirements, the inspection procedures for imported 
organic shell eggs are the same as in 8.8 and 8.9.

8.11 GRADE MARKS

Table eggs that have been graded and packed in the USA, must be marked with a USDA shield 
and grade and the words “Product of USA”.  A company in the USA cannot apply a Canada grade 
name or mark. 

Imported table eggs from the USA, that will be re-graded or re-packed into cartons or boxes in 
Canada, must be marked with a Canada Grade mark and “Product of USA”  Inspectors must 
ensure that the proper country of origin mark is maintained on the final packaging.

If the imported eggs are to be sent for breaking, the inspector must ensure that the eggs are 
properly identified with the USA grade and “Product of USA” upon receipt of the eggs into Canada 
and upon receipt at the processed egg station for breaking.

For further information on labeling of imports, see Chapter 7 - Shell Egg - Packaging, Labeling and 
Markings.  
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Chapter 8 Shell Egg - Imports  Appendix I

CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION/GRADING (EGGS AND POULTRY) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) 
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Appendix II

MCAP - IMPORT INSPECTION REPORT (EXAMPLE)
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Appendix III

USDA - SHELL EGG GRADING CERTIFICATE (PY 210S) (EXAMPLE)
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