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9.1 OBJECTIVE OF ACTIVITY 

To ensure that shell eggs from federally registered egg stations, intended for export, are certified to 

meet the requirements of the Egg Regulations and/or the requirements of the im porting country. 

9.2 REFERENCES 

Egg Regulations [Part V, Sections 26, 27 & 28] 

9.3 REQUIRED EQUIPMENT 

Air cell gauge 

Candling light 

CFIA Inspection stamp and ink pad 

Egg scale and check  weights 

Random sampling num bers table 

9.4 REQUIRED FORMS 

Application for Inspection (Egg or Processed Egg) (CFIA/ACIA 5435) - Appendix I 

Application for Inspection (Egg or Processed Egg) (CFIA/ACIA 5435) - Exam ple - Appendix II 

Shell Egg - Product Inspection Report - Origin (CFIA/ACIA 4196) - Appendix III 

Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) - Appendix IV 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency Invoice (CFIA/ACIA 0527) - Appendix VI 

Notice of Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3256) 

Notice of Release from Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3257) 

Country Specific Forms (if applicable) 

9.5 GUIDELINES 

The Egg Regulations permit the exportation of up to 24 cases of eggs (1 case = 30 dozen eggs) 

without inspection and certification, but these eggs m ust have been graded, packed and marked in 

accordance with the Egg Regulations. Should an exporter request a certificate for less than 24 

cases, one may be issued at the applicable cost recovery fee. For shipments in excess of 24 cases 

and destined for export out of Canada, the eggs must be graded, packed, marked, inspected and 

covered by a current inspection certificate issued by a CFIA inspector. If an export is delayed and the 

certificate lapses in time by more than 5 days, a new inspection is required and a new certificate 

must be issued. 

The exportation of shell eggs that do not meet the requirements of the Egg Regulations in respect of 
grade, packing or marking is permitted, provided certain conditions are met. This situation is normally 

due to specific labelling requirements of a foreign country.  Please see the Egg Regulations [Part V, 

Section 27] for further information. The inspector must indicate, on the certificate, that the shipment 

does not meet the requirements of the Egg Regulations.  In order for an inspector to certify that a 

shipment of eggs meets the requirements of a foreign country, the company exporting the eggs 

must provide the CFIA inspector with a written copy of the foreign country’s requirements.  The 
inspector will keep the copy on file. 

9.5.1 NOTIFICATION 

The applicant must contact the CFIA office by phone, e-mail or in writing at least 48 hours 

in advance, to request an inspection.  The applicant must provide details including the date, 

location, volume, grade, and size designation of the eggs to be inspected.  An Application 

for Inspection (Egg or Processed Egg) (CFIA/ACIA 5435) must be completed by the 

applicant and presented to the inspector pr ior to the inspection. The Area Egg Specialist is 

to be notified by the Supervisor or Regional Program Officer that an export inspection has 

been requested and provide details on the shipm ent. 

If the shipment of eggs is to be exported to the United States, the Area Egg Specialist will 

ensure that the USDA-AMS Poultry Program s Grading Branch in W ashington D.C. is

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._284/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._284/


Chapter 9 Shell Egg - Exports

2009/03/31         Page 2

notified of the date and destination of the export and any other inform ation required.  

If a shipment of eggs is to be exported to any other country, official notification to the 

Government of the importing country is only necessary if a request for this notification was 

made by the importing country. 

9.5.2 CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES 

(see 4.6.2. of Chapter 4 - Shell Egg -Product Inspection, for detailed instructions on 

perform ing an origin inspection and completing the Shell Egg - Product Inspection Report -

Origin (CFIA/ACIA 4196) 

The inspector must first verify that the shell eggs are eligible to be exported to the foreign 

country. The CFIA inspector cannot certify a shipment of eggs destined to any country 

which has made formal notification that they have a prohibition on the importation of eggs 

from Canada. Prohibitions on imports may result from an animal health concern or other 

issue. The CFIA inspector should contact the Area Egg Specialist for up to date information. 

W here a shipment is moving to a country other than the USA, the inspector must determine 

if an export certificate, specific to that country, has been developed and approved (eg. Hong 

Kong). In these cases, the foreign country has specific certification statements and 

information they require and will not accept a shipment certified using the regular export 

certificate CFIA/ACIA 1022. The inspector should contact the Area Egg Specialist to 

confirm such details. 

Once it is determined that the shipment is eligible for certification, the inspector should 

follow the procedure below: 

(a) The inspector identifies the eggs to be inspected and counts the number of units in the 

lot.  Using the origin sampling plan table and the random sam pling numbers table, the 

inspector selects a series of random numbers for the inspection, based on the Normal 

level of inspection. 

(b) The inspector draws the corresponding units from the lot and inspects them using the 

origin inspection tolerance. 

(c) The inspector will inspect the eggs against Canadian requirements. In some cases, the 

inspector may be asked to certify that a lot of eggs m eets the specific requirements of a 

foreign country.  For countries other than the USA, it is the responsibility of the company 

exporting the eggs to provide the CFIA inspector with a written copy of the foreign 

country’s requirements.  Inspection results are recorded on the Shell Egg - Product 

Inspection Report - Origin (CFIA/ACIA 4196). 

(d) The label on the carton or container used for the export of eggs must meet the 

requirements of the importing country. For eggs moving offshore, markings which meet 

Canadian requirements are norm ally sufficient. 

For eggs moving to the USA, the label has to be approved by the Agricultural Marketing 

Service (AMS) section of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 

W ashington.  The inspector should be provided with a copy of the US approval before 

certifying the load.  For the procedures for label approval, refer to Chapter 7- Shell Egg -

Packaging, Labelling and Markings. 

(e) If a lot of eggs fails to meet the specific requirements of the importing country, the owner 

will be advised that the product cannot be certified for export to that country.  However, if 

the same lot of eggs meets Canadian requirements, it may still be marketed in Canada. 

If the lot of eggs fails to meet Canadian requirements, the eggs will be detained and a 

Notice of Detention (CFIA/ACIA 3256) will be issued. See Chapter 11- Shell Egg -

Enforcement and Compliance. The owner will be informed that the eggs failed to meet 

the grade claimed, were detained, and could not be certified. The product inspection 

level of the plant will not change as a result of this inspection.
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(f) W here the lot of eggs passes the inspection, a Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs 

and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) or country specific certificate is completed. 

(g) If the shell eggs are being exported to the USA, and are packed in containers destined 

for the consumer, the following statement must appear on the Certificate of Inspection “ 

"The eggs have been stored at an ambient temperature of no greater than 45°F 

(7.2°C)". Likewise, the containers must be labelled to state that refrigeration is required. 

(h) All export certificates are to be stamped with the CFIA stamp using red ink.  Each copy 

is to be stamped beside the inspector’s name. 

(i) Six copies of the Certificate of Inspection/Grading (Eggs and Poultry) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) 

are to be produced and distributed as follows: 

• 1 original and 1 copy to the applicant or plant manager at the inspection 

location. 

• 1 copy to 

Market and Industry Services Branch 

Animal Industry Division, Poultry Section 

Tower 5, 2nd Floor 

1341 Baseline Road 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0C5 

• 1 copy to the Markets Information clerk at the responsible CFIA office with the 

Application for Inspection (CFIA/ACIA 5435) attached. 

• 1 copy to the Chief, Egg Programs in Ottawa. 

• 1 copy for the inspector’s file. 

(j) Stamping of shell egg containers for export is not mandatory and is only performed if 

requested by the applicant.  If stamping is requested, it is the responsibility of the 

applicant to set the load up so that every display panel is visible to the inspector for 

stamping. This is known as the “H block setup”. (see Appendix IV) The CFIA s tam p will 

be applied to the top right hand corner of the principle display panel of each container in 

a neat and legible manner.



Chapter 9 Shell Egg - Exports

2009/03/31 Page 4

9.6 TRANSPORTATION 

9.6.1 PREPARATION OF PRODUCT 

(a) Eggs should be cooled prior to being shrink-wrapped to reduce the risk of mould 

development. 

(b) Pallets should only be shrink-wrapped imm ediately prior to shipping or wrapped in a 

manner which allows ventilation of the product (eg. plastic netting). 

(c) Eggs should not be stored on the loading dock prior to shipping. 

9.6.2    TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES 

(a) Transport vehicles used for transporting eggs must be capable of maintaining the eggs 

in a refrigerated state. For graded eggs moving to the USA the required refrigeration 

temperature is 7.2°C (45°F). 

(b) Transport vehicles must be closed to the outside environment and capable of providing 

adequate protection from contamination. 

(c) Vehicles used for transporting eggs must not have been used to transport any product 

or substance which m ight adversely affect the eggs (e.g. chemicals, livestock, etc.). 

(d) Transport vehicles are to be sealed with CFIA seals and the seal numbers are to be 

recorded on the Export Certificate. 

9.7 COST RECOVERY 

The certification of eggs for export is cost recoverable and therefore a CFIA Invoice (CFIA/ACIA 

0527) should be completed and sent to the applicant for payment.  See the Chapter 12- Shell Egg -

Cost Recovery for further information. 
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Appendix II
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Appendix III
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Appendix III
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CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION/GRADING (EG GS AND POULTRY) (CFIA/ACIA 1022) 

V
    o
        i   
         d  
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H-BLOCK SET-UP FOR STAMPING BOXES OF EGGS 

Standard skid - 60 boxes 

H Block - remove grey boxes and put on top layer for stamping
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