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The Jacques Cartier Bridge Celebrates its 90th Anniversary   

 
Longueuil, May 14, 2020 – The Jacques Cartier and Champlain Bridges Incorporated 
(JCCBI) is proud to mark the 90th anniversary of the Jacques Cartier Bridge, which has 
served as an essential corridor between Montreal and the South Shore since May 14, 
1930. JCCBI has been managing this iconic structure since 1978 and is taking great care 
of the bridge to extend its service life until 2080. 
 
To honour this 90th anniversary, JCCBI has taken a look back at nine decades of history, 
innovation, engineering and mobility in a video that the public is invited to watch here. 
 
‘’With its quality design and construction, the Jacques Cartier Bridge has become a 
critical piece of infrastructure for Quebec and an emblem of strength in Montreal,” said 
the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities. "It has 
helped move people and goods for decades and has turned on its rainbow lights every 
night during this pandemic as a sign of support for Montreal, Canada and the whole 
world. It will see us through this crisis and will continue to meet the needs of the region 
for many more years ahead.” 
 
We also invite you to watch the video Government of Canada marks the 90th anniversary 
of the Jacques Cartier Bridge where the Honourable Catherine McKenna looks back at 
the history of the Jacques Cartier Bridge, click here. 
 
“Over the past 90 years, hundreds of people have topped each other’s ingenuity to build 
the Jacques Cartier Bridge, keep it safe, and make it last. Our team is now working hard 
to extend the bridge’s service life to its 150th anniversary,” said Sandra Martel, Engineer 
and Chief Executive Officer, JCCBI. “Recently, the bridge was lit up in rainbow colours to 
symbolize hope amid the pandemic. On its May 14 anniversary, we can look to this bridge 
as something that has gone through hard times yet still stands proudly in the heart of 
Greater Montreal. Its longevity is a message of strength and resilience.” 
 
Key milestones of the Jacques Cartier Bridge: 
 
• May 26, 1925: Groundbreaking ceremony 
• May 14, 1930: The Jacques Cartier Bridge opens to traffic 
• June 1956: Inauguration of a fourth lane 
• June 1959: Opening of a fifth lane (current configuration) 
• September 1959: Installation of an automated toll system (abolished in 1962) 
• 1978: Management of this federal bridge is transferred to JCCBI  

https://bit.ly/jccbi_90yearsJC_en
https://youtu.be/Y-4nqbIBc9U


 

• 1989: Painting work on the steel structure starts that will last for over ten years 
• 2001: Largest bridge deck replacement project ever conducted in Canada 
• 2002: Opening of a bicycle path 
• 2017: Illumination project to make the Jacques Cartier the world’s first “people-

connected” bridge 
 
Every year, the Jacques Cartier Bridge is crossed by over 30 million vehicles as well as 
hundreds of thousands of cyclists and pedestrians who use the sidewalk or multipurpose 
path.  
 
Do not miss the photo album created for this 90th anniversary, click here. 
For more details about the bridge, visit our website. 

 

About JCCBI 
 
As a manager of important infrastructure, The Jacques Cartier and Champlain Bridges 
Incorporated is a Crown corporation established in 1978 that is responsible for the 
Jacques Cartier Bridge, the old Champlain Bridge, the Champlain Bridge Estacade, the 
Île des Sœurs Bypass Bridge, the federal sections of Bonaventure Expressway and the 
Honoré Mercier Bridge, as well as the Melocheville Tunnel. The Corporation manages, 
maintains, and repairs these important Greater Montreal structures to ensure the safe 
passage of thousands of users every day. It also ensures that these critical structures 
remain safe, fully functional and aesthetically pleasing both today and in the future. 
JacquesCartierChamplain.ca  
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Nathalie Lessard, Director, Communications 
Office: 450-651-8771, ext. 2232 
nlessard@pjcci.ca 
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