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PREFACE 
 
The Access to Information Act was proclaimed on July 1, 1983. Section 72 
of the Access to Information Act requires that the head of every 
government institution shall prepare for submission to Parliament an 
annual report on the administration of the Act within the institution during 
each financial year. 
 
This annual report is intended to describe how the Canada-Newfoundland 
and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB) administered its 
responsibilities in the operation of the Access to Information Act. 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE CANADA-NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR OFFSHORE PETROLEUM 
BOARD’S MANDATE AND MISSION  
 
The Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board 
(C-NLOPB) was established by the Federal and Provincial Atlantic Accord 
Implementation Acts as an independent arms-length regulator for the 
exploration for, and development and production of, the oil and gas 
resources in the Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area. It reports to 
the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Government of 
Canada through the Province’s Minister for Natural Resources and the 
Federal Minister for Natural Resources Canada. 
 
The C-NLOPB has four primary mandates as follows: 
 

(i) Safety of Operations: 
(ii) Environmental Protection;  
(iii) Resource Management; and, 
(iv) Administering the Benefits provisions of the legislation. 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 
 
ORGANIZATION AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The Board’s Information Resources Manager has been designated as the 
Board’s Access to Information and Privacy Coordinator and exercises the 
powers delegated pursuant to the legislation.  
 
The Board’s enabling legislation contains a provision (s. 119) which 
prohibits the Board from releasing confidential information obtained from 
companies operating in the Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area 
without the consent of the party which provided it to the Board.  The 
Access to Information Coordinator must be diligent in dealing with access 
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requests to ensure that the Board’s s.119 obligations are not compromised 
and must undertake appropriate notification or consultation with interested 
parties before disclosing these records. 
 
The Coordinator is responsible for providing updates of the Board’s 
information holdings to the Treasury Board Secretariat for inclusion in the 
Info Source publication. 
 
PROCESSING OF FORMAL REQUESTS 
 
To ensure effective and consistent administration of the legislation, the 
Board maintains a system for processing requests aimed at disclosing the 
maximum information possible to the requestor which is not injurious to the 
public and private interest. The process also ensures that all 
representations from mandatory consultations, deliberations, and decisions 
expressed concerning each request are respected and responded to in the 
most timely and consistent manner given the nature and scope of the 
request. 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS FACILITIES 
 
The Board maintains a public resource centre at its offices in TD Place in 
St. John’s which is available as an Access Reading Room for the purpose 
of examining records that can be disclosed. 
 
COMPLAINTS AND INVESTIGATIONS 
 
During 2011-2012, the Information Commissioner received a complaint 
from a requestor that the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore 
Petroleum Board failed to provide all records responsive to the request 
made under the Access to Information Act. The information commissioner 
forwarded a notification of the complaint receipt indicating that no 
documents are required at the time.  The Board is still waiting for the 
Information Commissioner to request subsequent documentation. 
 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REQUESTS  
 
The caseload processed by the Board during the reporting period 
amounted to twelve (12) requests, eight (8) received during the period and 
four carried forward from the previous year. Information was disclosed in 
all or part for eight (8) requests, and two (2) requests there were no 
information to release. One (1) request was abandoned by the applicant 
and one (1) request was not completed during this period and will be 
reported on in next years Annual Report.  
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The Board initiated mandatory consultations regarding the disclosure of 
information provided to the Board by third parties and other government 
institutions in six (6) of the requests finalized in this reporting period. 
 
FEDERAL COURT SUBMISSION 
 
In one (1) request received during 2010-11 fiscal year, a third party sought 
review by the Federal Court to prevent the Board from releasing records to a 
requestor. The court had not released a decision on this challenge as of March 
31, 2012.  
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION RELATED EDUCATION 
 
The ATIP Coordinator successfully completed an Access to Information Act 
training course.  
 
STATISTICAL REPORT 
 
The following pages detail the Board’s statistical report on the Access to 
Information Act. 
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